
Musings from Pastor’s Office: 

“Being Preached To in Unexpected Places” 

As you know, I love workouts at a gym. When I have a time enough, I really like finishing my 
sweaty routines at a whirlpool spa. Recently, I happened to get involved in two heated conver-
sations on two different occasions. In both cases, I was a kind of captive audience and felt be-
ing preached in bubbling waters.  

There was a young Muslim man who came from Somalia. As I entered in the spa, he was pas-
sionately preaching his beliefs on homosexuals to other happen-to-be parishioners. “You. guys, 
Christians in this country become so compromised,” said he. He insisted that there were three 
principles in Islam that shouldn’t be messed and strictly prohibiting homosexuals is one of 
them. He constantly accused Christians of breaking the foundational teachings. He seemed to 
be a very devoted Muslim and proud of keeping such a fundamental teaching of Islam. Four to 
five men were trying to argue with him, but his conviction was so great, and he remarked, 
“Those principles would never be altered, generation after generation.” 

I was silent. I don’t want to be drawn to a debate that will never end. But, one question came 
to my mind and I broke the silence by asking, “What does Sharia Law says about the penalty 
for homosexuals?” “Those who commit sodomy should be stoned to death,” he replied. I asked 
him again, “So, if you see a homosexual, are you going to put him/her to death?” He didn’t an-
swer. “You accused Christians of compromising their principles. But, you don’t follow the teach-
ings of Islam, either. You choose what to keep and what to not keep,” I said. 

The second conversation took place at a whirlpool in Brooklyn Park. This time, a young African 
American was preaching about the order among genders. He insisted that men come first be-
fore women but it’s not their importance but their order in God’s creation. He added that 
women shouldn’t be pastors at the churches. He was trying to explain that he didn’t devalue 
women. He didn’t mean that men were superior to women. Simply, that it’s the order of their 
creation. In short, according to him, man is the head of the body and the first in the order, 
while all men and women are equal. My question was, “if they are simply so ordered in creation, 
then why does it matter to you?” Anyway, I didn’t argue and I retreated to the locker room to 
change clothes. Well, as I rose up, I found him standing by. He asked me if I am interested in 
his 90 minute Bible study. Well, I told him, “I am a pastor at a church. I love your passion for 
the Bible. But, reading it literally without considering its cultural context can lead us to wrong 
conclusions. The fault of ISIS, the extreme Islamists, is applying what was written in the Iron 
Age to our daily life in the 21st century. Christians may make the same mistakes if we do the 
same.”  

As we read the sacred texts, we inevitably pick some phrases that support our beliefs and ide-
ology. We will encounter so many troubles if we try to literally apply what’s written in the Bible 
to our daily lives. The Bible should be interpreted. It’s not a law code, science book, or history 
book. Mechanical application of the Bible doesn’t make room for inspiration of the Spirit. Ra-
ther, it kills the Spirit. We end up generating a bizarre logic like men and women are equal but 
men come first in order.  

Bible is the word of God leading us to a blessed life through Jesus Christ. It guides us with 
wisdom and teaches us the love of God. It propels us to live a life as God’s beloved children. It 
tells the defining story of the Cross. Keeping a specific sets of moral codes or laws isn’t the 
best interest of the Bible, and it doesn’t make us godly or acceptable to God.  

--Blessings in Christ! 


