
On Honesty 

When I grew up, “be honest” was a family motto. Especially my dad always emphasized how 

important it is to be honest about all things in all circumstances. Well, I loved also the song, 

“Honesty” sung by Billy Joe, not exactly knowing the meaning of its lyrics. As I grew older, I 

learned that being honest isn’t a principle the world operates with. Dishonesty is a prominent way 

of living to many. 

A few weeks ago, I had a conversation with a conference staff person from a different annual 

conference. He was preparing for a very hard conversation with a congregation. I asked him about 

his strategy. He answered, “My policy is honesty.” It deeply touches my heart. He knew that the 

congregation had been fed up by all sorts of misinformation and lies. His strategy was so simple: 

“I pray and tell the truth.” 

Shane Hamilton says in his article, “Being honest means not telling lies. Being truthful means 

actively making known all the full truth of a matter.” Jesus says in John 17:17, “Make them holy 

in the truth; your word is truth.” In John 8:44, Jesus says, “Devil has never stood for the truth, 

because there’s no truth in him. Whenever that liar speaks, he speaks according to his own nature, 

because he’s a liar and the father of liars.” 

We Christians tell the truth, which is more than being honest. If we make mistakes, we should 

confess them. If we tell unintended lies, we should correct them. We have to seek truth no matter 

how much we believe what we want to believe by opening ourselves to other voices. Don’t feed 

yourself with one source, a one-sided story, and one interpretation, no matter how dearly you love 

that source. 

Even one story is dangerous when it confirms stereotype or bias. As a person growing up in South 

Korea, I had to deal with such a single story, a story that reinforced a certain type of bias or 

misinformation. Sometimes I found a story about my former country universally truthful, but true 

as it was about 100 years ago. 

A long time ago, I met a Korean veteran who went over to Korea during the Korean War. He 

strongly believed that the majority of Koreans were still in deep poverty and hunger. He 

remembered that kids were following him asking for chocolates and cookies during the war. He 

has watched the news about the development of Korea but those memories from old captured him 

so strongly. I, a recent immigrant from Korea, tried to help him understand how much Korea has 

been developed. But, he refused to accept the new reality and believed that what he had seen 60 

years ago was true.  

When it comes to the Bible, we have numerous people within who operate out of selective truth. 

Taking a few Bible verses as a litmus test isn’t a biblical authorization to judge others. Let’s invite 

the Holy Spirit to guide our thoughts and expand our limited understanding. Let’s pursue truth.  

 

Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Woojae Im 


